Rural  District  of  Whitchurch,  Hants. 

Area  30,609  acres;  Population  6121  (Census  1911). 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31,  1913. 


GENTLEMEN  — 

The  Rural  District  .of  Whitchurch,  Hants,  is  situated 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Test,  which  is  noted  for  its  excellent  Trout 
Fishing,  and  its  large  expanse  of  beautiful  Watercress  Beds.  It 
consists  of  Three  Divisions,  viz. : — Whitchurch,  Overton  and  St. 
Mary  Bourne,  each  with  some  adjoining  Parishes  or  Hamlets.  The 
soil  is  chiefly  chalk,  with  gravel  in  some  parts.  The  occupation 
of  the  inhabitants  is  mainly  agricultural,  but  a  certain  number 
are  employed  in  a  Paper  Mill,  a  Jam  Factory,  Tailoring,  and  a  small 
Silk  Mill. 


REGISTERED  BIRTHS. 

Whitchurch  Division  . . 
Overton  ,,  .. 

St.  Mary  Bourne  ,, 

Total  . . 

DEATHS. 

Whitchurch  Division  . . 
Overton  ,,  .. 

St.  Mary  Bourne  ,, 

Total  . . 


..  72 
..  37 
..  25 

. .  134 


19 

12 

7 

38 


1 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  LINDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Whitchurch  Division . 2 

Overton  0 

St.  Mary  Bourne  . . 1 

Total . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Whitchurch  Workhouse  Infirmary  . .  . .  7 

Whitchurch  Isolation  Hospital 


Total . . 


0 

7 


DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT  9, 

of  which  4  belong  to  Whitchurch,  3  to  Overton,  and  2  to  St.  Mary 
Bourne. 


Comparing  with  the  previous  year,  we 

have 

REGISTERED  BIRTHS. 

1912. 

1913. 

Whitchurch  Division 

•  • 

65 

72 

Overton  ,,  .. 

•  • 

47 

37 

St.  Mary  Bourne  . 

•  • 

19 

25 

Total 

•  • 

131 

134 

REGISTERED  DEATHS. 

1912. 

1913. 

Whitchurch  Division 

. . 

35 

19 

Overton  ,,  .. 

. . 

15 

12 

St.  Mary  Bourne  ,, 

•  • 

15 

7 

Total 

•  • 

65 

38 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR 

OF  AGE. 

1912. 

1913, 

Whitchurch  Division 

. . 

4 

2 

Overton  ,, 

. . 

1 

0 

St.  Mary  Bourne  ,,  .. 

•  • 

3 

1 

Total . . 

•  • 

8 

3 

2 


DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT 

1912.  1913. 

5  7 

DEATHS  IN  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT.. 

1912.  1913. 

6  9 

NETT  DEATH  RATES  FOR  THE  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

1912  1913 

General  (Nett)  . 11.5  7.6 

Infant  ,,  .  59.7  22.3 

BIRTH  RATE  (NETT)  PER  1000  OF  POPULATION. 

1912.  •  1913. 

21.8  21.8 

There  were  2  illegitimate  Births  in  the  District  during  the 
year,  1  in  Whitchurch  and  1  in  St.  Mary  Bourne,  and  no  death 
of  an  illegitimate  infant. 

The  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  adopted  February, 
1890,  and  to  which  has  been  added  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever  and  Tuberculosis,  shows  the  following  results  for  the 


year : — 

WHITCHURCH  DIVISION. 

Diphtheria  . 10 

Erysipelas  . 7 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 13 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  7 

Total . 39 

OVERTON  DIVISION. 

Erysipelas  . 3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 3 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . .  . .  2 

Total . 8 
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ST.  MARY  BOURNE  DIVISION. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 1 

TOTAL  IN  RURAL  DISTRICT  ..  ..48 

DEATHS  FROM  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  WITHIN 

THE  DISTRICT. 

Diphtheria  . 1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 1 

Total . 2 

The  following  is  the  Return  of  New  Cases  of  Sickness  attended 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  each  District  of  the  Union  during  the 
year : - 

Whitchurch . .  ..  ..173 

Overton  . 100 

St.  Mary  Bourne  . 57 

Total . 330 

INFLUENZA  was  prevalent  in  the  early  and  later  months 

of  the  year,  becoming  much  more  so  in  December,  but  no  death 
has  been  attributed  to  it. 

DIPHTHERIA. — Following  the  outbreak  in  the  autumn  of 
1912,  the  last  case  of  which  was  notified  on  November  29th,  six 
cases  occurred  in  Whitchurch  from  January  27th  to  March  7th,  all  in 
separate  houses  some  distance  apart  and  without  evident  connection 
with  each  other ;  one  case  in  a  child  2  years  old  proved  rapidly 
fatal,  anti-toxin  was  supplied  as  required,  and  these  patients  for 
various  reasons  were  treated  at  home.  I  can  only  regard  this 
sequel  of  cases  as  a  recrudescence  of  the  epidemic  wave  of  the 
autumn  of  1912.  There  was  no  further  case  till  October  22nd, 
when  a  child  2  years  old  was  notified  as  Diphtheria,  but  the 
bacteriological  report  was  negative.  A  swab  from  the  mother, 
who  had  a  sore  throat,  was  also  negative.  On  November  5th 
a  swab  from  the  father  gave  a  positive  result,  and  lie  was  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  November  7th,  a  man  aged  46  was 
admitted  to  the  Hospital,  and  on  December  11th  a  woman  aged  38 
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was  admitted  ;  in  the  first  of  these  cases  some  insanitary  conditions 
were  for nd  to  be  present  ana  have  since  been  remedied,  in  the  two 
latter  no  cause  could  be  assigned.  Anti-toxin  was  supplied  and 
disinfection  carried  out. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
one  a  child  6  years  old  on  June  3rd  in  one  of  the  larger  houses  in 
Whitchurch,  and  the  other  a  child  4  years  in  an  isolated  dwelling 
near  Whitchurch  on  December  8th.  This  child  was  admitted 
to  the  Hospital.  The  origin  of  these  cases  could  not  be  traced. 
Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  both  instances. 

ENTERIC  FEVER  (TYPHOID). — No  case  recorded  during  the 

year. 


ERYSIPELAS. — Of  the  10  cases  notified  there  is  nothing  special 
to  report. 

DIARRHOEA,  ENTERITIS  AND  GASTROENTERITIS.— 

There  has  been  no  prevalence  of  these  diseases  during  the  year, 
but  one  death,  of  a  child  1  year  of  age,  at  the  County  Hospital,  was 
returned  as  Enteritis. 

CANCER  caused  3  deaths,  1  dying  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary. 

MEASLES. — As  a  sequel  to  the  extensive  outbreak  of  Measles 
in  the  St.  Mary  Bourne  area  at  the  latter  part  of  1912  this  disease 
became  epidemic  in  Whitchurch  and  the  neighbourhood  in  the 
earlier  months  of  the  year,  and  in  consequence,  after  consultation 
with  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the  Whitchurch  Schools  were 
closed  from  April  19th  to  May  9th,  and  the  Laverstoke  Schools  from 
May  19th  to  June  6th,  notice  being  given  in  each  instance  to  the 
managers  of  the  Sunday  Schools,  and  by  desire  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  all  meetings  of  young  people  were  abandoned  during  the 
period.  The  schools  were  also  disinfected  by  the  Inspector.  A 
few  cases  of  Measles  occurred  at  Overton  later.  One  death  in 
March  was  attributed  to  it,  complicated  with  Broncho-Pneumonia. 

CHICKEN-POX. — A  few  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. — A  few  cases  occurred,  but  there  was 
no  prevalence. 

MUMPS. — A  few  cases  at  Overton  in  December. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  TUBERCULOSIS.— 

On  receipt  of  a  notification  I  have  either  visited  the  home  of  the 
patient  or  made  the  necessary  enquiries  through  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  or  from  the  Medical  Attendant,  and  in  August  the 
County  Medical  Officer  visited  a  number  of  cases  with  me. 
Arrangements  for  Sanatorium  treatment  are  made  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  and  6  patients  have  been  sent  by  his  order  during 
the  year,  also  in  some  cases  nourishment  has  been  supplied  by  his 
order.  The  District  Council  has  provided  Sputum  Pots  and 
Leaflets  for  distribution,  and  the  Inspector  attends  to  disinfection 
and  cleansing  as  necessary.  Sanatorium  or  Hospital  treatment 
is  not  provided  by  the  Local  Authority ;  and  no  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  detection  of  unrecognised  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  associated  with  notifed  cases  of  the  disease,  or  for  utilizing 
the  services  of  the  tuberculosis  officer  for  the  purpose.  Moist 
Formaldehyde  gas  is  used  for  disinfection  and  notice  to  cleanse  is 
given  to  the  owner  and  occupier  of  the  house. 

DURING  the  year  4  Patients  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  viz.  — 1  Scarlet  Fever  and  3  Diphtheria,  and  there  were 
two  cases  of  the  previous  year  remaining  during  the  month  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  making  a  total  of  6  patients  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 
The  Hospital  is  provided  by  the  District  Council,  and  its  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  sufficient,  it  is  provided  with  1 2  beds,  a  good  Ambulance,  and 
excellent  Caretakers.  Good  Nurses  have  been  obtained  as  required. 
The  Hospital  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  in  February, 
1897,  it  being  contemplated  that  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria 
would  be  the  only  diseases  treated  there,  but  like  other  things,  its 
benefits  have  extended  with  the  demand,  and  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  in  the  17  years  no  less  than  279  patients  have  been  admit¬ 
ted,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever  200,  Diphtheria  54,  Typhoid  Fever  24, 
Puerperal  Fever  1,  an  average  of  rather  over  16  per  year.  Your 
Sanitary  Inspector  acts  as  Assistant  Superintendent  at  the  Hospital, 
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and  superintendes  the  removal  of  patients  to  the  Hospital.  Not¬ 
withstanding  all  that  has  been  done  at  various  times  the  rain  still 
comes  through  the  roof  of  the  verandah  and  floods  the  corridor, 
making  it  very  wet  and  rotting  the  floor. 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES,  BEDDING  AND  CLOTHING 

where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred,  and  in  other  cases,  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  been  carefully  carried 
out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  undertakes  these  duties.  The 
mode  of  disinfection  is  by  the  Lingner  apparatus  for  the  larger  work 
and  special  cases,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  vaporization  of 
Formaldehyde  gas  by  the  Calogen  fumigators  is  found  more  suit¬ 
able  and  has  proved  satisfactory.  Disinfectants  are  provided  by 
the  Council  and  supplied  by  the  Inspector  as  needed. 

AS  REGARDS  DRAINAGE,  there  is  no  regular  system  of 
Sewerage,  but  in  the  more  populous  places  in  Whitchurch  and 
Overton,  through  which  the  river  Test  flows,  drains  and  gutters 
have  been  laid  primarily  for  the  conveyance  of  surface  water, 
usually  to  the  river  ;  into  these  a  good  deal  of  foul  matter  finds  its 
way,  and  slop  water  from  sinks  and  neighbouring  premises,  produc¬ 
ing  a  certain  amount  of  pollution,  but  in  no  instance  is  any  closet 
known  to  connect  with  these  drains  or  percolate  to  the  river. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY  OF  THE  DISTRICT  is  by  Wells  and 
Tube  Pumps,  the  latter  being  most  frequently  adopted,  especially 
in  the  case  of  new  houses.  There  are  4  Tube  Pumps  provided  for 
public  use  in  Whitchurch,  and  4  in  Overton,  but  the  majority  of  the 
houses  have  an  independent  supply,  and  I  think  all  should  where 
practicable.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  generally  good,  and  the 
supply  is  sufficient.  Samples  of  water  have  been  examined  as 
required,  and  Certificates  for  the  supply  of  new  houses  granted. 
In  June  the  Inspector  submitted  a  sample  of  water  from  a  well  with 
pump  for  the  supply  of  two  houses  in  Winchester  Street,  Overton. 
This  water  was  found  to  be  seriously  polluted  and  unfit  for  domestic 
use,  the  well  was  closed,  and  a  fresh  supply  obtained  by  means  of 
a  tube  and  pump,  the  water  from  which  was  satisfactory. 
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THE  DISPOSAL  OF  EXCREMENT  in  the  District  is  mainly 
on  the  pail  system,  with  a  few  cemented  vaults  still  remaining, 
these  latter  with  all  the  old  pits  are  as  much  as  possible  being  done 
away  with.  Sec.  46  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907,  certain  sections  of  which  are  in  force  in  this  district,  being 
very  useful  for  this  purpose.  The  pails  in  the  localities  of  Whit¬ 
church  and  Overton  are  ordered  to  be  emptied  twice  a  week  by  the 
scavengers  of  the  locality  and  the  contents  carted  away  to  the 
respective  tips  provided  for  the  purpose,  the  Scavengers  being 
ordered  to  report  the  existence  of  any  defective  pails  to  the  Inspec¬ 
tor  of  Nuisances.  The  smell  from  the  tip  at  Whitchurch,  which  is 
a  long  way  from  the  town,  having  been  complained  of  by  a  resident 
some  distance  away  on  the  further  side  and  a  frequent  passer  along 
the  road  near  the  tip,  steps  were  taken  with  a  view  to  abate 
any  nuisance  from  this  cause,  which  it  is  hoped  will  not  recur.  The 
wet  weather  at  certain  times  had  undoubtedly  contributed  to  cause 
the  nuisance.  There  are  approximately  100  w.c.’s,  1210  pail  closets 
and  140  pits  or  vaults  in  the  District.  The  pails  as  a  rule  are  not 
used  with  earth  or  ashes,  and  are  not  cleaned. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  AND  RUBBISH  is  ordered  to  be  removed 
by  the  Scavengers  twice  a  week  in  Whitchurch,  and  once  a  week 
in  Overton,  and  in  either  case  oftener  if  required,  the  collection 
to  be  carted  to  a  special  tip  provided  for  the  purpose  and  distinct 
from  the  night  soil  tip.  The  tip  at  Whitchurch,  the  refuse  at  which 
is  destroyed  by  fire  constantly  burning,  was  at  one  time  found  to  be 
infested  with  rats.  Virus  and  traps  were  used  by  the  Inspector, 
and  the  nuisance  was  abated  for  the  time  being,  but  may  be  expected 
to  recur.  The  Inspector  will  in  future  pay  special  attention  to  this 
and  deal  with  it  as  required.  The  receptacles  for  ashes  and  refuse 
are  still  as  a  rule  unsatisfactory,  small  pails  and  boxes  being  used 
instead  of  sanitary  dustbins. 

PIGGERIES  NEAR  DWELLINGS  have  given  little  trouble 
this  year,  but  in  one  instance  in  Whitchurch  where  there  were  many 
pigs  a  nuisance  was  caused,  and  on  the  attention  of  the  owner  being 
called  to  it  abated.  The  keeping  of  animals  and  poultry  in  cramped 
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and  confined  places  close  io  houses  is  objectionable,  and  should 
be  dealt  with  as  a  nuisance  when  necessary. 

THE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES,  of  which  there  are  3  in  Whitchurch 
and  3  in  Overton,  have  been  inspected,  and  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed  as  required. 

THE  DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS,  of  which  33  are  registered, 
have  been  inspected  under  the  Model  Regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  adopted  in  January,  1905,  and  found  fairly 
satisfactory,  though  in  some  instances  limewashing  was  not  so  well 
attended  to  as  might  be.  The  yards  as  a  rule  were  found  in  better 
condition  than  before,  but  there  is  room  for  improvement.  Instruc¬ 
tions  are  given  for  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  milkers, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  wholesomeness  of  the  milk 
produced  in  the  district.  In  October,  1911,  your  Council  adopted 
a  resolution  “That  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  be  authorised 
to  call  in  the  services  of  a  Veterinary  Surgeon  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  any  cow  suspected  of  Tuberculosis.” 

THE  BAKEHOUSES,  10  in  number,  have  been  inspected,  and 
found  fairly  satisfactory.  There  is  no  underground  Bakehouse 
in  the  District. 

THE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS,  of  which  there  arc  6  in  the 
District,  appear  to  be  in  a  good  sanitary  condition,  and  are  provided 
with  a  separate  water  supply.  At  one  of  the  schools  improvement 
has  been  mad^  by  the  removal  of  the  closets  and  urinal  to  a  greater 
distance  from  the  school  buildings,  and  master’s  house,  and  at 
another  the  boys’  yard  required  attention  to  the  drainage.  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  medical  inspection  of  school  children  are  made  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  to  whom  the  Teachers  give  information 
and  usually  also  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  children  absent 
on  account  of  infectious  illness,  and  when  such  has  occurred  in 
a  house  the  children  arc  excluded  from  school  by  notice  to  the 
Teachers.  When  schools  are  closed  on  account  of  infectious  illness 
notice  is  given  to  the  managers  of  the  Sunday  Schools.  More 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  cleansing  of  the  Closets  and  Urinals 
at  the  schools. 
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INSPECTIONS  have  been  made  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shops  Act,  1901,  attention  given  to  cleanliness  and  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions,  and  to  dwellings  of  home  workers,  especially  with  regard 
to  infectious  illness,  of  which  there  has  been  none  among  them. 
At  a  small  aerated  water  factory  at  Whitchurch,  where  but  two  or 
three  people  are  employed,  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  called 
the  attention  of  your  Council  in  June  to  the  absence  of  sanitary 
conveniences.  I  subsequently,  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
saw  the  Manager,  with  the  result  that  convenience  for  both  sexes 
was  provided,  elsewhere  the  conveniences  appear  to  be  suitable  and 
sufficient.  A  workroom  in  Whitchurch,  from  which  Tailoring 
was  given  out,  was  closed  in  March. 

MANY  INSPECTIONS  of  the  District  have  been  made  during 
the  year,  in  addition  to  those  specially  made  under  the  Housing 
Inspection  of  District,  1909,  reports  made  to  your  Council,  and 
attended  to.  The  watering  of  the  streets  in  Whitchurch,  for  which 
Urban  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  were  granted  in 
September,  1902,  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  is  of  much  benefit 
and  should  be  maintained  and  efficiently  carried  out  to  prevent 
the  great  amount  of  dust  raised  by  wind  and  the  ever  increasing 
traffic.  The  noise  and  vibration  from  heavy  traffic  and  the  frequent 
passage  of  noisy  motor  cycles  often  at  night  is  a  marked  feature  of 
the  present  day, and  appears  to  require  some  regulation  by  theCounty 
Council.  Drains  and  houses  near  the  road  suffer  from  the  heavy 
traffic.  Several  inspections  were  made  by  the  Inspector  and 
myself  in  connection  with  fruit  at  the  Jam  Factory,  and  there  was 
no  cause  for  complaint.  In  March  I  was  informed  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough  of  Bermondsey  that  13  quarters 
of  damaged  wheat  had  been  sold  to  a  certain  farmer  for  cattle  feed¬ 
ing  and  not  for  human  consumption.  On  my  request  your  Inspec¬ 
tor  visited  the  farm  and  satisfied  himself  that  the  conditions  were 
fulfilled. 

In  April,  after  a  wet  season,  I  visited  with  the  Inspector, 
certain  houses  in  Winchester  Street,  Whitchurch,  the  drainage  of 
which  had  before  given  trouble,  and  found  it  again  in  a  bad  condi¬ 
tion,  choked  and  overflowing  the  ground,  which  in  this  locality 
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abounds  in  springs,  being  between  two  branches  of  the  river.  I 
reported  to  your  Council  with  the  result  that  further  steps  were 
taken  to  improve  the  drainage,  and  up  to  the  present  there  has 
been  no  further  complaint. 

THE  COUNTY  LABORATORY  examines  and  reports  on  speci¬ 
mens  of  material  sent  by  Doctors  from  this  District,  and  I  have 
received  reports  of  Diphtheria  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

ALL  FOOD,  and  particularly  Milk,  Meat,  Fish,  and  Bread, 
should  be  carefully  protected  from  flies  and  dust  both  in  the  house 
of  the  consumer  and  before  and  during  delivery.  Attention  should 
be  given  to  the  frequent  removal  (at  least  once  a  week)  of  all  refuse, 
and  especially  stable  manure,  which  is  a  breeding  place  for  flies. 
Efforts  should  also  be  made  to  exterminate  Rats,  which,  I  am 
informed,  are  prevalent  in  the  District,  and  especially  in  the  locality 
of  the  refuse  tip  at  Whitchurch  and  the  Allotment  Gardens. 

HOUSING  AND  NEW  HOUSES.— During  the  year  16  new  houses 
have  been  built,  6  in  the  Whitchurch  Division,  7  in  Overton,  and  3 
in  St.  Mary  Bourne,  in  addition  to  which  6  houses  at  Tufton,  in 
the  Whitchurch  Division,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire,  have  been 
rebuilt  in  a  higher  and  drier  situation  and  greatly  improved.  The 
number  of  houses  for  the  working  classes  in  Whitchurch  and  Overton 
is  barely  sufficient,  and  there  is  a  want  of  houses  with  more  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  larger  families,  in  consequence  of  which  a  certain 
amount  of  overcrowding  of  a  kind  exists,  and  is  unavoidable ; 
in  many  cases  the  increased  rent  of  the  larger  houses  cannot  be 
afforded,  and  in  a  certain  number  the  tenants  are  too  unsatisfactory 
to  be  accepted  in  any  but  the  poorest  description  of  house.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  kind  of  house  most  nee  led  for  the  working 
class  is  one  with  one  good  living  room  (kitchen),  with  scullery,  or 
wash  house,  good  food  store,  and  a  wood  or  coal  store,  with  three 
good  bedrooms.  One  case  of  overcrowding  at  St.  Mary  Bourne 
was  abated  by  notice  from  the. Inspector,  and  one  at  Whitchurch 
remains  to  be  dealt  with,  but  in  this  case  the  occupier  pleads  that 
he  cannot  obtain  a  larger  house.  Building  Bye-Laws  were  adopted 
Sept.  30,  1912. 


11 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT  1909  — Inspections 
under  this  Act  have  been  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
under  my  supervision  during  the  year,  attention  being  given  to 
the  remainder  of  the  St.  Mary  Bourne  Division  not  inspected  in  the 
previous  year,  the  parish  of  Hurstbourne  Priors  in  the  Whitchurch 
Division,  and  of  Upper  and  Lower  Ashe  in  the  Overton  Division, 
in  all  237  houses. 

UNDER  SECTION  17  no  action  was  needed. 

UNDER  SECTION  15  defects  were  found  in  107  instances, 
chiefly  due  to  want  of  ventilation  and  whitewashing,  defective 
and  insanitary  closets,  leaking  roofs,  and  dampness  of  surroundings  ; 
in  56  the  defects  were  remedied  by  the  action  of  your  Inspector,  and 
the  remainder  are  being  dealt  with.  The  work  in  hand  in  St. 
Mary  Bourne  at  the  end  of  1912,  has,  after  much  delay,  been  com¬ 
pleted. 

On  Table  V.  will  be  found  a  Summary  of  the  Work  done  in 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department  during  the  year,  and  also 
of  work  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  has  done  much  good  work. 

In  making  this,  my  final, annual  Report  it  may  interest  some 
of  its  readers  if  I  give  a  short  account  of  the  past. 

In  the  year  1866,  when  Cholera  was  anticipated,  I  was  asked 
by  the  Guardians  to  make  a  report  on  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
parishes  of  Whitchurch  and  Overton — it  might  well  have  been  on 
the  insanitary  state — for  the  conditions  disclosed  (though  probably 
typical  of  many  other  Rural  Villages  at  that  date)  were  then  deplor¬ 
able  ;  the  scare  of  Cholera  having  passed,  little  was  done  to  improve 
matters,  and  in  August,  1871,  an  imported  case  of  Typhoid  Fever 
at  Whitchurch  led  to  a  very  serious  outbreak,  upwards  of  70  cases 
occurring  with  several  deaths ;  in  April,  1872,  Dr.  Thorne  Thorne, 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  visited  the  place, 
and  in  his  report  made  suggestions  with  reference  to  the  steps  to  be 
taken  to  combat  the  outbreak  and  produce  a  more  sanitary  state 
of  affairs.  In  1872  the  appointments  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
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became  compulsory,  and  in  1873  the  Medical  Officer  of  eacli  District 
of  this  Union  was  appointed  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  own 
District,  and  I  was  appointed  for  Whitchurch.  This  arrangement 
did  not  last  long  as  the  Local  Government  Board  desired  that  there 
should  be  one  officer  for  the  whole  area,  hence  my  appointment  in 
May,  1876,  which  I  have  held  continuously  with  the  help  of  an 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  since  which  time  improvement,  at  first  slow, 
has  been  gradually  but  surely  going  on  as  regards  sanitary  conditions 
generally,  so  that  though  there  isstill  much  room  for  improvement, 
as  there  always  will  be,  I  think  that,  with  the  provision  of  an 
Isolation  Hospital  and  our  general  arrangements  for  Inspection, 
Disinfection,  Scavenging  and  Cleansing,  etc.,  we  may  be  considered 
fairly  up  to  date,  and  be  somewhat  proud  of  our  District  as  a  whole, 
though  undoubtedly  some  old  houses  will  need  to  be  dealt  with 
later  on.  It  should  be  observed  that  since  the  original  appointment 
the  Local  Government  Board  by  its  various  Orders  have  immensely 
added  to  the  work  and  responsibility  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  his  Inspector,  but  without  making  provision  for  increased 
payment  for  their  services  or  a  superannuation  allowance— a  condition 
of  things  in  which  the  Public  Health  Service  is  almost  unique. 

In  conclusion  I  would  again  acknowledge  the  kindness  and 
courtesy  which  I  have  invariably  experienced  from  all  with  whom 
I  have  been  associated  during  the  many  years  of  office,  and  it  is  with 
much  regret  that  I  feel  it  must  come  to  an  end. 

And  I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  HEMSTED, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Whitchurch,  Hants. 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Whitchurch,  Hants, 

Feb.  19,  1914. 
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TABLE  I.— Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during:  1913  and  Previous  Years. 

WHITCHURCH  (HANTS)  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)— 30,609.  Total  population  at  all  ages  (at  Census  of  1911)— 6121. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1453.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4  2. 


TABLE  II.  -Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1913 

WHITCHURCH  (HANTS)  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Isolation  Hospital — Whitchurch  (Hants),  provided  by  Rural  District  Council.  Total  Available  Beds,  12. 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  2. 


TABLE  III.— Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1913. 

WHITCHURCH  (HANTS)  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Total  Deaths 
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TABLE  IV-— Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1913. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

WHITCHURCH  (HANTS)  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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Complaints  received,  4.  Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use,  1.  Lots  of  infected  bedding  stoved  or  destroyed, 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease,  19.  Schools  disinfected  after  infectious  disease,  2. 


Table  5 — continued. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 


INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES. 


Is  there  any  scarcity  of  houses,  and  where  ? — 

A  little  in  Whitchurch  and  Overton. 

Number  of  new  houses  built  in  1913 — 16. 

General  character — Cottages  (good). 

Any  Town  Planning  Scheme  contemplated  ? — No. 

Who  has  been  designated  as  the  Inspecting  Officer  under 
Article  II.  of  the  Housing  Regulations.  1910? — 

J.  S.  Knight,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Are  records  submitted  to  L.A.  at  each  meeting:? — 

When  necessary. 


Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Section  17 — 

Dwelling-houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  — 

o 

Representations  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

Closing  Order  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

H  ouses  made  habitable  without  closing  orders  ...  — 

Houses  made  habitable  as  result  of  closing  orders  ...  — 
Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  — 

Houses  unfit  but  still  occupied  ...  ...  — 

Section  15 — 

Defects  reported  ...  ...  ...  107 

Defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  57 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WHITCHURCH  (HANTS). 
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